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A New View on the Accentual Systems of
the Japanese Dialects in Haterumajima

Hirofumi SAKIMURA*

Abstract

This paper attempts to show that the Japanese dialects in Haterumajima are tone-
languages which have 2 types of pitch-pattern on their prosodical unit and are not pitch-
accent languages like the Tokyo-dialect as they have been generally regarded. We can
find out the same fact on the dialect of Shiraho hamlet in Ishigakijima—the hamlet
known to have been settled by a forced immigration from Haterumajima in the 18th cen-
tury.
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