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Abstruct

People in the Amami Islands have long had faith in such an indigenous folk religion as Noro and Yuta,
which were brought into the Amami Islands from Okinawa around 16™ century under the rule of the Ryukyu
Kingdom. Since 1878, various religious groups such as Buddhists, Catholics and new denominations have
come to Amami Oshima and started active missionary work.

The paper focuses on a Buddhist group called Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji Sect, which was the first
religious(modern) group to conduct missionary work in Amami Oshima. After a brief religious history of
Amami, I will discuss the Hongwanji sect’s missionary style and its involvement with various charitable
works and the manner in which the latter was an important contributing factor in Amami people accepting
Hongwanji sect Buddhism as their new religious faith.
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