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On the selection conditions of varieties of mulberries in cultivation in
the South West Islands, viewed from dormancy in their winter buds.

Masaki YAHIRO

Abstract

In the South West Islands, a native mulberry (Shimaguwa) which is as excellent as
the native mulberries of mainland Japan in food value, has been noted previously
and is still growing there. Shimaguwa has no dormancy of winter buds, and, although
it has a growth rhythm, it continues growing all the year round, presenting a favorable
condition in silkworm rearing. But the problem of establishing the training technique
which is to be derived from the sprouting of many lateral branches, is left. Accord-
ingly, the varieties in which the lateral branch does not sprout as in the case of the
native mulberries of mainland Japan, and in which the technique of training is easy and
the normal growth is carried out in the South West Islands, are proposed as a subject.
For dealing with this subject, the selection of the varieties in which the dormancy of
winter buds is negligible, that is, in which chilling requirement in the termination of
dormancy is short in time or scarcely necessary, becomes an indispensable condition.
The warm-region typed varieties, Wasemidori, Atsubamidori, Minamisakari, or the
varieties in which the dormancy exists less than in the above mentioned varieties, are
required. In addition, the introduction of mulberries growing in Thailand in which
the dormancy of the winter buds is not existent, as with Shimaguwa, is proposed.
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