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Preface

The Japanese economy which was destroyed in World War II developed until it became
through the efforts of its people the eminent economic power in the world. With prosperity, life
became easier, and opportunities arose for radical thought in Japanese society. Whenever this
situation is reflected in a school, there are problems of bullying and non-school attendance, and
the staff of a school is responsible.

On the other hand, instruction by a parent to children is tinged with emotion, and education
in the home thrives as it can in a private supplementary school. Such a situation was not
anticipated 60 years ago when the school system was designed, and it has cast a big shadow
across the school education which is conservative and resistant to change. Society needs more
information. It is a fact that it is easy to collect such information, and is easy to use it.

However, to reap the benefit, it is advantageous to live in urban areas which are densely
populated. The people of more remote places and islands, where infrastructure of IT is less
advanced, are excluded from the evolution of infrastructure of IT.

Criminal activities and family hardship involving the young people occur frequently in
urban area. There are various reason for this. However, we want to look once again at the
situation in remote places and in the society of islands which are experiencing depopulation. It is
extremely unusual to hear of a breaks down in such a society where children are protected and
everyone knows everyone else.

A small high school in southernmost Japan seems to have obtained a ticket to Koshien, and
there is a possibility that children will become strong as a consequence.We feel uneasy when we
forget the very important things that define traditional Japanese culture to move somewhere
where Japanese society develops rapidly. In addition, there are some things that play an
important role in children’ s education in remote places and islands generally.

The Faculty of Education of the three Universities of Ryukyus, Kagoshima, and Nagasaki,
which are located in a prefecture where there are a lot of remote places and islands, join forces
to find a key to improving Japanese future education. In the four areas of child understanding,
school education, practical use of information and traditional upbringing, we investigate,
analyze, and develop a concrete image of an ideal method of school education, which we regard
as suitable for of Japan.
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Abstract

At Kunigami area and Tokashiki village in Okinawa, simple AB fiscal year method (two
different grades study the same content together) used to science curriculum was adapted to the
majority of combined classes of two grades in public elementary schools. But in some schools,
a combined class of two grades was divided into two ordinary classes. In all combined class of
two grades using AB fiscal year method, a special device was not given to the science
curriculum.

We examined the class of the science three times in Tokashiki Village. As a Result, as for any
class, the teaching form was quite different.

Key words: combined class of two grades, elementary school education in remote rural areas
and isolated island, science curriculum, teacher training program
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A Preliminary Study of the Application of the Combined Class to
the Teaching, According to the Learning Level
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Faculty of Education, Kagoshima University

Abstract

This study focuses on the teaching method in a combined class and its application to the
teaching in an ordinary class. One of the characteristics of a combined class is that students in
different levels learn in the same classroom simultaneously under the direct or indirect guidance
by the teacher. In the method a teaching technique bridging between two styles of guidance is
called “Watari”, and it can also be applied to the teaching method for students at different levels
in the ordinary class to understand what they learn. Whatever the subjects are, the most
important thing in using “Watari” technique is to give the students some constructive
suggestions before teachers shift their attentions from one group to another.

Key words: combined class, direct or indirect guidance, “Watari” technique
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The Relationship between Mental Health, Lifestyle and Physical

Fitness in Children in the Outlying Islands of Okinawa Prefecture:
Focusing on Elementary School Students in Taketomi Ward

pEREE, AT, MBI, EIEWA]
KoBAYASHI Minoru*, TAKAKURA Minoru**,
KOBASHIGAWA Hisamitsu®, YOSHIBA Kenji*

WRERKZZBE AR, BRERK R
T903-0213 IRt UL P BT Tt 1

*Faculty of Education, University of the Ryukyus, **Faculty of Medicine, University of the Ryukyus

Abstract

This research aims at gathering current founding data concerning the relationship between the
mental health, lifestyle and physical fitness of children, so as to be useful for future research in
this field. An analysis of founding data concerning lifestyle produced differences between girls
and boys for several items. Also, we found moderate negative correlations for the relationship
between mental health and physical fitness in children in Taketomi Ward. In particular,
resilience, which is the ability to persevere in times of adversity, produced moderate negative
correlations with physical characteristics such as height, weight and BMI, and amounts of
physical activity. However, we found no significant correlation for mental health and levels of
physical activity. There is a necessity for further analysis to be carried out regarding the factors
that produced these results, and for a comparison to be made with urban areas.

Key Words: children, mental health, outlying islands, physical fitness, resilience
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Boys Girls
n Mean SD n Mean SD t p
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£2 ADHINIVZAEEEREHE, FHERASLCBFEHEFDHERBEFRE (Peason)
g R BMI 115 A SEEIES
G —.076 .203 370 ~.319 .131
A —.204 .076 .251 —.338 * —.037
5o —.164 .141 329 * ~.356 * .031
ot N —.275 —.046 .158 —.404 * ~.179
R —.086 .160 . 269 —.259 .001
W —.281 .041 .295 —.451 **  —.031
ATFNANA —.236 .129 370 —.480 ** —.015
LYYy A —.350 * —.417 ** 350 * ~.112 —.472
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Research on Remote/Outlying Island School Education
Using e-Learning System
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Abstract

The difference of education environment of outlying or remote island school and the
mainland school is extending even though the advanced telecommunication technology (ICT)
progressed. Digital divide situation is immediately improved by the effective use of ICT and
education environment of school is enhanced. In this project, the University of the Ryukyus,
with the cooperation of Kagoshima and Nagasaki Universities, mainly works on the development
of e-Learning system to support and solve educational problems. 1) e-Learning environment for
the teaching material development, 2) Multimedia Web teaching material for the teacher
support, 3) Web contents for the distance learning and remote education, and 4) interactive
videoconferencing system. In this paper, d-Learning (Distance Learning), e-Learning
(Electronic Learning), and m-Learning (Mobile Learning) are discussed.

Key Words: d-Learning, e-Learning, m-Learning, outlying Island School
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Report of Activity about Enhancement and Progress of Isolated
Island Education using ICT: Case of Nagasaki University
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Abstract
Our project about enhancement and progress of isolated island education using ICT was
established in order to contribute to the area of isolated island. Because an ability of school
children advances through applying the ICT to school education, and we need to resolve various
problems raised by folding a lot of isolated islands in our prefecture. In this paper, we described
briefly a report of our project activity that is the background of project and purpose, the
members, the related project, the outline, the progression and schedule and the future plan.

Key Words: education, ICT, isolated island, Nagasaki
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