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Preface

This volume of Occasional Papers no 44, is a report of a forum entitled “The Future of
Shimauta”, which was held under the auspices of the Kagoshima University Research Center for
the Pacific Islands on 29 October 2005.

For several years, the folk songs of the Amami Islands called Shimauta have attracted
attention arising from the debut and success of young Amamian pop singers. Some labels
release regularly quite a few CDs, and many concerts are held in mainland Japan every year.

Traditionally, Amami folk songs have been transmitted throughout the daily lives of people in
the communities, especially at uta-asobi, recreational gatherings for the purpose of singing.
Each community had its own folk song style of which their people were very proud.

With recent social changes, however, the opportunities for uta-asobi have decreased, and
instead, Amamian people began to lean their folk songs in shimauta schools and imitate the
styles of famous shimauta masters from CD or stage shows. Consequently, Amami folk songs
have lost their variety. Young shimauta singers can’t understand the lyrics written in the Amami
dialect called Shimaguchi, and they often sing with western instruments instead of Sanshin, their
traditional instrument.

What will be the future of Shimauta? Is the recent boom a hopeful indication? What can we
do to ensure their successful transmission? The forum was an attempt to answer these questions.

The report consists of two parts. Part 1 includes three studies written by all the speakers. Part
2 is the record of anround-table discussion by four shimauta singers and discussion by the
participants.

Finally, we are indebted to all the participants. We are also grateful to the staff of the center,

who organized the forum and made it possible for us to publish the report.

YANAGAWA Hidetoshi

January 2006
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Shimauta and their Singers in the Amami Islands

NAKAHARA Yukari
Faculty of Law and Letters, Ehime University

This article surveys recent changes in shimauta sung in the Amami Islands of Japan. The
root, “shima”, of shimauta refers to a community. Traditionally, shimauta have been
transmitted at recreational gatherings for the purpose of singing (called uta-asobi) which are
periodically held in the communities of the Amami Islands. Each community has its own
unique shimauta melodies, and people in each community have continuously made an effort to
refine and develop their own shimauta.

With recent social changes, however, the opportunities for uta-asobi have decreased, and
instead, the singing of shimauta masters has been commercially recorded. Many shimauta
competitions have been organized and shimauta schools have sprung up. People have competed
with each other using their voices and singing techniques, and imitated the styles of famous
Amami stars known through recordings or stage shows. Thus, the view of shimauta as songs of
the community has weakened and individuals have begun to sing their favorite songs regardless
of the shima to which they belong. In addition, an increasing number of from mainland Japan
have begun to study shimauta—some even moving to Amami to study singing —influenced by
the debut and success of young Amamian pop singers. Shimauta are thus entering a new period,
stimulated by the attention of outsiders.

Key words : Amami, Competition, Shimauta, Shimauta-schools, Singer, Uta-asobi
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The Present Condition of Hachigatsu-odori
—A Case Study of Kasari Village—

NISHIMOTO Hisaaki
Ph.D. program student, Graduate School of Humanistic-Sociological Sciences,
Kagoshima University

The Hachigastu-odori are the dances of ancestor worship, thanks and prayer for rich harvests
traditionally performed in Amami Island. They have become symbols of inhabitants’
consciousness in particular villages. But some villages have forgotten their Hachigatsu-odori.
On the other hand some of the people who have left their villages to live elsewhere have
conserved them. The purpose of this survey is to report the present condition of Hachigatsu-
odori and their conservation in Kasari village.

Key words : Amami, Hachigatsu-odori, Kasari village
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How to Transmit Folk Songs? — A Case Study of Brittany

YANAGAWA Hidetoshi
Faculty of Law, Economics and the Humanities, Kagoshima University

Brittany occupies a large peninsula in the northwest of France, and stands out from the rest of
France not only physically but culturally as well. The area has been inhabited by the Celts since
about the 5-7th century. They gave the region a Celtic language which remains in the western
part. In the middle of the 19th century, Brittany experienced a revitalization of traditional
culture with the discovery and widespread collection of folk songs.

In the 1950s, Loeiz Ropars adapted the fest-noz , a “night party” in rural communities and set
the stage for the folk revival. Since the 1970s, Breton music has been modernized and adapted
into folk-rock and other fusion genres through the influence of Alan Stivell. Now it is very
popular even outside the region. Large-scale Celtic festivals are held in the summer in towns
around the region. Yann-Fafich Kemener and other famous singers are continuing Breton
traditions.

Key words : Breton music, Brittany, Celts, fest-noz, folk song, singer
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