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Presentation 6

Formation of Okinawan Community and the Grass-rooted Struggle
againg the Sum Clearance Project in Osaka

Toshio MizuucHi

Osaka City University

In Taisho ward of Osaka city, Okinawan origin residents dominate one fourth of its popu-
lation. Thistalk starts to show the historical development of Okinawan community just around
the post-W.W.I in the 1920s and after by using monographs, biographies, memoirs and inter-
views. US Air bombing in 1945 damaged heavily in this ward, and in the post-war rehabilitation
period, Okinawan community wasrevived rapidly despite the physically deteriorated conditions.
Osaka city government had adopted a strong measure to rehabilitate these damaged areas by en-
forcing huge land readjustment project. Okinawan community in the style of barrack quarters
was the target for the lum clearancein 1970s. Among the absence of housing reform movement,
they struggled with the city bureaucracy following the manner of buraku liberation movement.
Under the severe discrimination within the Jgpanese society, Osaka Okinawvan’s movement is
worthy to note as the example of grass-rooted urban social movement.

*E-mal address: mizuuchi @lit.osaka-cu.acjp
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