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When Can the Islanders of Kagoshima Be Proud?
—Reéflections on Islands Promation in the 21st Century—

Satoshi UEmura

Kagoshima Prefectural Government

The 20th century was an “era of compassion” on the part of the government for the small
islands of Japan. But despite enjoying nearly fifty years of finandial advantages in infrastructure
development under special legal measures which should have brought islanders’ living condi-
tions “up to mainland level”, very little has been achieved in regard to community promotion.
Decrease of population and a much lower youth presence, in addition to geographicd disadvan-
tages such as remoteness and susceptibility to typhoons (athe major concern for Kagoshima's
isands), resulted in a serious lack of the economic and social “intensity of place” necessary for
catching up with nation-wide and world-wide evolution.

Urban people, dissatisfied with their own level of public services, have begun to urge re-
view of the “rules of redistribution” which are so favorable to islanders. On the one hand many
urban people may be indifferent if small islands are left impoverished. On the other hand, how-
eve, itis urban people themselves who regard “poor” idands as a “paradise” of natural and cul-
tural heritage, liberation from stressful urban living and rediscovery of intense human
relationships.

The “love-hate” rdationship between cities and idands already shows the necessity for new
paradigms in island promotion for the 21st century. What will be needed to empower islanders
to “step up” in the new period is:

—a gradual change from “total bottom-up rasing of living conditions to mainland level” to
“partial bottom-up raising to assure the integraion of islanders into the national economy”;
—mutual comprehension between cities and islands that, in the coming century, islands should
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have the role not only of “frontier guardian” but dso of “heritage guardian”;

—and, finally, planification of development based on the unit of an island, or agroup of islands,
in order to coordinate the various elements scattered through many small munidpalities into a
“closed system for sustainable development”.

When putting these imperatives into action, islanders should strongly recognize the value of
their own idands and cultures. Their own sdf-esteem will attract their comrades in the cities, the
urban island-supporters (remarkably well organized in the case of Kagoshima), who may become
go-betweens as well as designers in a new harmonized development of cities and islands to-
gether.
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