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Pandanaceae

Pandanus 600

700 Freicinetia 200  

Sararanga 2 Martellidendron 7

P. odoratissimus L. fil

P. tectorius Sol. var. liukiuensis Warb.

P. boninensis Warb. F. 

formosana Hemsley F. 

williamsiis Merrill 2009

P. daitoensis Susanti et 

J.Miyam.
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Poverty Issues in Pacific Islands 
NARSEY Wadan  

 

 

The Pacific Island Countries (PICs) are in an 

unusual situation in the context of poverty analysis 

in the developing world. They cannot be classified 

amongst the poorest less developed countries 

(LDCs), neither can they be classified as the More 

Developed Countries (MDCs). As such, 

internationally used criteria such as the Basic Needs 

Poverty Line of US$2 PPP per adult per day for 

poverty analysis, is not suitable for the PICs. 

Neither are the standards used in MDCs which are 

far too high for meaningful use. 

This presentation will explain the current 

methods used by some multilateral organisations 

(such as ADB and World Bank) to analyse the 

incidence of poverty in select PICs (Fiji, Solomon 

Islands, Vanuatu and Tuvalu), some of the 

drawbacks, and the author’s own approaches. 

Indicative estimates are given, while indirect 

approaches are also explained. The need for the 

poverty analysis to be useful for indicators for 

specific poverty alleviation policies will be 

emphasized and the results. 
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